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PolicyLink is a national research and 
action institute advancing racial and 
economic equity by Lifting Up What 
Works®.
Our areas of focus:

● Equitable Economy
● Healthy Communities of Opportunity
● Just Society

Our four essential functions:
● Advocacy 
● Constituency and network engagement 
● Applied research and communications 
● Implementation capacity 



About the National Equity Atlas

The National Equity Atlas is America's most 
detailed report card on racial and economic 
equity. 

We equip movement leaders and 
policymakers with actionable data and 
strategies to advance racial equity and 
shared prosperity. 
www.nationalequityatlas.org 

Produced by PolicyLink and the USC 
Equity Research Institute (ERI)

http://www.nationalequityatlas.org/


National Equity Atlas

● Produce innovative research to inform 
the field and influence policy debates

● Partner with communities to create 
tailored analyses that advance local 
campaigns

● Democratize access to equity data



How We Do Research

● Campaign-driven: Part of a broader policy change 
strategy.

● Justice-driven: Center dismantling anti-Black racism. 
Disaggregate data. Understand intersectional 
inequities. Co-create research products with 
grassroots and movement leaders.

● Rigorous: Back assertions with evidence. 
Acknowledge limitations. Check facts.

● Accessible: Write clearly and be accessible to our key 
audiences – policymakers and movement leaders. 



How We Do Data

● Strong Narrative & Messaging

● Deeply Disaggregated Local Data

● Community-Tested Framework

● Unique Indicators & Analyses

● User-Friendly Interface

● Data for Policy & Systems Change



Source: Data Center, http://www.datacenter.org/who-we-are/our-mission-and-vision/ 

http://www.datacenter.org/who-we-are/our-mission-and-vision/


10 Design Principles for Online Data Tools

Lead with equity goal, not 
the data3

Address the root causes of 
inequity2

Build community power1

Disaggregate data5

Make data actionable4

Provide clear explanations8

Emphasize assets and 
opportunities7

Be intentional about making 
visualization choices6

Honor indigenous data 
sovereignty10

Contribute to data 
democracy9

Full report: https://nationalequityatlas.org/sites/default/files/10-Design-Principles-For-Online-Data-Tools.pdf



Source: “A Short Guide to Community Based Participatory Action Research”
www.healthycity.org

Participation 
ContinuumLess

…
More is 
better…

Researchers design 
study and questions; 
Community to answer 
questions.

Community helps 
identify issues and 
research questions, 
and provide some 
responses.
Researchers conduct 
research, analysis, 
dissemination, design, 
intervention.

Community helps 
identify research 
question, provides 
responses, and helps 
generate solutions 
based on findings.
Researchers collect 
and analyze data, 
disseminate findings, 
develop intervention 
based on suggestions.

Community-led and controlled 
research. Community defines the 
issue and research questions, 
creates data collection tools, 
recruits participants and collects 
data, analyzes data, disseminates 
findings, generates action plans, 
and carries out action plan. Full 
collaborator at all stages.

http://www.healthycity.org/


Which racial/ethnic group has the 
lowest median wage in the US (as 
of 2019)?



Question: Which racial/ethnic group has the lowest median wage in the US?





Question: Which racial/ethnic group has the lowest median wage in the US?



Question: Which racial/ethnic group has the lowest median wage in the US?



Your observation and conclusion is based 
on what data you look at, and how you 
define race/ethnicity. 



Higher educational attainment is 
the solution to the increasing 
racial/ethnic wage gap: 
True or False?







False. Educational attainment has increased 
across all racial/ethnic groups. 

This is why policies that specifically address 
racial equity are critical for increasing equity. 



Which Measure: 

● High School Dropout Rate; or
● High School Graduation Rate; or
● College-Bound Rate?



The narrative you’re telling starts with the 
data.



What is Data

● Who is included?

● Who isn’t?

● Who decides?



Guiding questions

● What does the data show?

● Why does it matter?

● What is the purpose?

● What is the most important message you want to convey with the 
data?

● Who is the audience

○ How will they be using/accessing the data?

● What are the solutions?







Data Visualization Considerations

● Rounding

● Color choice and associations

● Accessibility

● Order of categories

● Axis settings and scaling

● Comparing apples to apples



Consider this: Rounding



Consider this: Color associations



Consider this: Order of categories



Equity Frames

● Stories: How we organize 
information in our minds 

○ Stories are the building blocks of 
shared* narratives

● Narratives: How understand and 
bundle all the stories we encounter 

*Note: Narratives are shared, but they aren’t universal!





Tracking Pandemic Impacts 





Analysis

Dashboard

Housing 
is Key 
Data



Analysis

Dashboard

Obtain the 
data

Housing 
is Key 
Data

Use the analysis and 
data with advocacy

Western Center on 
Law and Poverty

Housing NOW 
advocate network

National Equity Atlas



COVID-19 & Race



Health Equity 
Data 
Resources



Explore more data on the National 
Equity Atlas at:
https://nationalequityatlas.org

Questions?
Jen Tran: jtran@policylink.org
Selena Tan: selena@policylink.org 

https://nationalequityatlas.org
mailto:jtran@policylink.org
mailto:selena@policylink.org

