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FARMWORKERS

• Not farmers—though know and 
practice agriculture

• Don't control the land

• Can only use their labor as leverage in bargaining



Imported Workforce System



OBJECTIVES
• 1) Recognize the challenges and systemic barriers farmworkers face in accessing 
healthcare and services.

• 2) Identify the economic, structural, and political factors that have limited COVID-19 
response to helping farmworkers communities, including organizing.

• 3) Learn strategies and collaborative efforts that have been developed by grassroots 
organizations and stakeholders during the pandemic to make COVID-19 safety more 
accessible through information sharing, best practices, equipment, testing and vaccines.



Challenges and Systemic 
Barriers

Photograph by David Bacon



An Extractive 
Food System

• Land
• Animals
• Workers



National Labor Relations 
Act

Fair Labor Standards

Occupational Safety and 
Health Admin.- 1971

Environmental Protection 
Agency - 1970

Excluded 
from Labor Laws



Realities of the Living and Working Conditions of Farmworkers

• Conditions in the field 
- Harsh weather – extreme heat, cold, storms, flooding, wildfires, natural disasters
- Too frequently inadequate  or no bathrooms and/or clean drinking water
- Pesticide exposure – dermal, inhalation, ingestion, residues

- Insects, snakes, contaminated water, dangerous farm equipment
- Long workdays with few breaks – some wear diapers to work

- Paid by piece rate – incentivized to work without

• Living conditions 
- - Often sub-standard, inadequate housing
- - Housing is often in remote, rural areas

- - Multiple individuals, families per household
- - Barracks like conditions for H2A workers

- Often in flood prone areas
- - Poor sanitation

- - Workers often lack transportation to grocery store 
and medical appointments



Economic Structural and Political 
Factors Limiting COVID response



• Mostly Immigrants
• Displaced
• Mexico, Central America, 

Haiti
• H-2A Workers
• Language Barrier

Vulnerable Workforce



Health

• Low Wages
• No Health Insurance
• Few Health Centers
• Long Term Health Effects

• Pesticide and Heat Exposure
• Respiratory





Strategies and 
Collaborative 
Efforts



Outreach in Community Hubs



Outreach in Rural Areas



Community Events



Popup 
Clinics



Collaborations



THANK YOU
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